
​Ashmole English Curriculum​

​Intent​
​The English curriculum at Ashmole fosters a positive reading and writing culture where​

​both are considered a pleasure for all pupils. Reading for pleasure is the beating heart of​
​Ashmole;​​everyone​​is seen as a reader. Pupils are given many opportunities to read and​
​write in a variety of contexts, both drawing upon and building on their own experience.​
​The English Curriculum at Ashmole recognises the unique opportunities available due to​
​the location of the school, and makes use of these through links with local libraries and​

​theatres. Oracy is a valued part of the English curriculum and as a result, children develop​
​rich vocabulary in both written and spoken English. They feel confident expressing​

​themselves coherently, as well as engaging in debate with their peers.  The curriculum​
​allows for creative teaching and learning which allows pupils to learn and understand​

​more about the world around them.​

​Implementation​
​Ashmole’s​ ​well​ ​organised​ ​English​ ​curriculum​ ​provides​ ​many​ ​opportunities​ ​for​ ​reading,​
​writing and oracy development.​

​Reading​
​At​ ​Ashmole,​ ​it​ ​is​ ​our​ ​determination​ ​that​ ​every​ ​child​ ​will​ ​learn​ ​to​ ​read.​​Teachers​​use​​Little​
​Wandle,​ ​a​ ​systematic​ ​synthetic​ ​phonics​ ​programme,​ ​to​ ​create​ ​a​ ​strong​ ​foundation​ ​of​
​reading skills. This approach is consistent across all classes. ​
​In​​EYFS​​and​​KS1,​​daily​​phonics​​lessons​​create​​a​​strong​​foundation​​for​​reading.​​Pupils​​learn​
​phonemes​​and​​their​​associated​​graphemes.​​Teachers​​give​​pupils​​practise​​in​​reading​​and​
​re-reading books to develop fluency and expression.​
​In​​KS2,​​reading​​skills​​(vocabulary,​​retrieval​​and​​inference)​​are​​taught​​explicitly​​through​​the​
​Reading​​Masters​​programme.​​Pupils​​regularly​​read​​across​​the​​curriculum,​​enhancing​​their​
​subject-specific vocabulary.​

​Reading for Pleasure​
​Daily​​story​​times​​in​​all​​classes​​promote​​a​​positive​​Reading​​for​​Pleasure​​culture​​at​​Ashmole.​
​Regular​ ​Storybook​ ​Assemblies,​ ​delivered​​by​​parents​​as​​well​​as​​teachers,​​enable​​pupils​​to​
​see​ ​all​ ​adults​ ​as​ ​readers.​ ​Buddy​ ​reading​ ​offers​ ​opportunities​ ​for​ ​pupils​ ​to​ ​share​ ​their​
​favourite​ ​stories​ ​with​ ​younger​ ​and​ ​older​ ​peers​ ​at​ ​Ashmole,​ ​reading​ ​with​ ​expression​ ​and​
​discussing​ ​the​ ​text.​ ​Established​ ​relationships​ ​with​ ​local​ ​libraries​ ​ensure​ ​all​ ​children​ ​have​
​access​​to​​a​​range​​of​​high-quality​​texts​​at​​home,​​as​​well​​as​​opening​​up​​opportunities​​such​
​as author visits.​



​Writing​
​The​ ​curriculum​ ​allows​ ​for​ ​children​ ​to​ ​truly​ ​experience​ ​texts,​ ​seeing​ ​them​ ​as​ ​both​ ​mirrors​
​and​​doors;​​texts​​reflect​​their​​own​​experiences​​as​​well​​as​​expand​​upon​​what​​they​​already​
​know.​ ​A​ ​clear,​ ​well​ ​sequenced​ ​curriculum​​in​​Spelling,​​punctuation​​and​​grammar​​(SPaG)​
​curriculum​ ​revisits​ ​previously​ ​taught​ ​content​ ​regularly​ ​before​ ​introducing​ ​new​ ​concepts​
​explicitly.​ ​This​ ​opportunity​ ​to​​practise​​core​​knowledge​​frees​​up​​writing​​lessons​​to​​develop​
​children’s​ ​ability​ ​to​ ​unleash​ ​their​ ​creativity​ ​and​ ​write​ ​for​ ​purpose.​ ​In​ ​writing​ ​lessons,​
​teachers​ ​draw​ ​upon​ ​their​ ​knowledge​ ​of​ ​their​ ​class​ ​and​ ​adapt​ ​plans​ ​accordingly​ ​to​
​enhance​ ​enjoyment​ ​of​ ​writing.​ ​Texts​ ​used​ ​in​ ​English​ ​lessons​ ​have​ ​careful​ ​links​ ​across​​the​
​curriculum​ ​to​ ​ensure​ ​children’s​ ​English​ ​learning​ ​is​ ​relevant​ ​and​ ​meaningful.​ ​Where​
​relevant,​ ​children​ ​produce​ ​pieces​ ​of​ ​cross-curricular​ ​writing,​ ​revisiting​ ​their​ ​knowledge​
​from​ ​foundation​ ​subjects​ ​and​ ​coherently​ ​conveying​ ​it​ ​to​ ​a​ ​reader.​ ​Children’s​ ​writing​ ​is​
​valued​ ​and​ ​they​ ​are​ ​given​ ​opportunities​ ​to​ ​share​ ​their​ ​work.​ ​Children​ ​are​ ​gradually​
​released​ ​to​ ​become​ ​independent​ ​writers​ ​through​ ​a​ ​sequence​ ​of​ ​modelled,​ ​shared,​
​scaffolded and independent writing.​

​Assessment​
​Regular​ ​assessment​ ​of​ ​phonics,​ ​reading​ ​and​ ​writing​ ​ensures​ ​that​ ​teaching​ ​is​ ​tailored​ ​to​
​meet​​the​​needs​​of​​every​​pupil.​​In​​EYFS​​and​​KS1,​​children’s​​phonics​​knowledge​​is​​assessed​
​every​ ​half​ ​term​ ​and​ ​this​ ​assessment​ ​informs​ ​the​ ​books​ ​they​ ​read,​ ​in​ ​which​ ​the​
​grapheme-phoneme​​correspondences​​match​​what​​they​​are​​learning​​in​​phonics​​sessions.​
​In​ ​Phonics,​ ​Reading​ ​and​ ​Writing,​ ​targeted​ ​interventions​ ​are​ ​used​ ​to​ ​close​ ​gaps​ ​swiftly.​
​More​ ​able​ ​writers​ ​are​ ​challenged​ ​through​ ​extended​ ​writing​ ​opportunities​ ​and​ ​deeper​
​comprehension tasks.​

​Impact​
​As​ ​a​ ​result​ ​of​ ​Ashmole’s​ ​approach​​to​​teaching​​English,​​pupils​​leave​​each​​key​​stage​​with​
​strong​ ​decoding​ ​skills,​ ​fluent​ ​reading​ ​ability​ ​and​ ​a​ ​genuine​ ​enthusiasm​ ​for​ ​books.​
​Assessment​ ​data​ ​shows​ ​that​ ​the​ ​majority​ ​of​ ​pupils​ ​meet​ ​or​ ​exceed​ ​age-related​
​expectations​ ​in​ ​reading​ ​and​ ​writing,​ ​with​ ​clear​ ​progress​ ​from​ ​their​ ​individual​ ​starting​
​points.​
​At​ ​Ashmole,​ ​children​ ​are​ ​able​ ​to​ ​read​ ​and​ ​write​ ​with​ ​increasing​ ​confidence,​​accuracy,​
​and​​understanding​​across​​the​​curriculum.​​They​​develop​​a​​rich​​vocabulary​​and​​the​​ability​
​to​​express​​their​​thoughts​​clearly,​​creatively​​and​​appropriately,​​whilst​​also​​developing​​their​
​knowledge of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world.​
​Children​ ​leave​ ​Ashmole​ ​Primary​ ​School​ ​as​ ​confident​ ​members​ ​of​ ​our​ ​society​ ​who​ ​can​
​convey​​their​​thoughts​​coherently​​in​​written​​and​​spoken​​form.​​Pupils​​express​​their​​opinions​
​clearly​​and​​can​​engage​​in​​effective,​​respectful​​debate​​if​​others​​disagree​​with​​their​​point​
​of view.​

​Above​​all,​​children​​see​​themselves​​as​​readers​​and​​authors;​​they​​are​​ready​​to​​succeed​​in​
​the next stage of their education and beyond.​


